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point counterpoint

Should students get grants for private schools?
RON TOMALIS
Pennsylvania
education secretary

Q: The Opportunity
Scholarship Tax Credit Program under Act 85 provides
scholarships to children in
low-performing schools to
attend private schools. Why
is the state doing
this?
A: Gov. Corbett,
along with the General Assembly, recognized the need to provide lowand moderate-income families with the opportunity to
remove their child from a
low-achieving school and enroll him or her in a school that
will serve the child’s academic
needs.

As a parent of two of the
more than 2 million schoolage children in Pennsylvania,
I understand the issues parents face when deciding
where their children will attend school.
The amount of tax
credits set aside for
the Opportunity
Scholarship Tax
Credit program is equal to less
than two-tenths of1percent of
the more than $26.5 billion
that Pennsylvania taxpayers
invest into public education
each year. Fifty million is a

Pennsylvania Education Secretary Ron
Tomalis and Bethlehem Area schools
Superintendent Joseph Roy debate the
merits of Act 85, a voucher/scholarship
program that provides business tax
credits so children in “low-performing
schools” can go to private schools.

Q: The Opportunity
Scholarship Tax Credit
Program under Act 85 provides scholarships to children in low-performing
schools to attend private
schools.
Why
shouldn’t the state
give students an alternative?
A: Act 85 has nothing to do with improving the
education of public school
students and everything to
do with the privatization of
public education. Our governor and state Legislature
chose to divert public tax
dollars to parochial and pri-

vate schools. This diversion
of up to $50 million undermines the education of all
public school students. By
the way, students in our
district do have alternatives
through open enrollment for elementary schools.
Additionally, 1,100
students who reside in the BASD choose to
attend charter schools that
are already funded by public
tax dollars.
Q: Education Week reported last week on a study
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EAGLES 17, BROWNS 16

SURVIVING A SCARE
Vick’s late TD pass helps Eagles overcome
five turnovers and escape Cleveland with a win

Please see NO NEWS 4

LEHIGH COUNTY DISPUTE

Macungie
mayor vs. DA
legal fight in
appeals court

The two sides will argue over how much
access a mayor should have to a police
department. Case could set a precedent.
By Patrick Lester
Of The Morning Call

Lehigh County District
Attorney Jim Martin will
square off this week against
Macungie Mayor Rick
Hoffman in a Pennsylvania
appeals court case that
could set a precedent for
mayors and police departments across the state.
A panel of seven Commonwealth Court judges in
Harrisburg is expected to
hear arguments Wednesday
in the ongoing legal battle
over how much access
Hoffman should have to the
police department.
It’s a case that has received the attention of district attorneys across the
state.
“They’re concerned because it would have a big
impact on the administration of criminal justice in

each of the 67 counties,”
said Richard W. Long, executive director of the Pennsylvania District Attorneys
Association, which filed a
court brief in support of
Martin’s position.
“Basically, our position is
that the mayor in this case
overstepped his responsibilities and is getting involved in areas of police
activities that are inappropriate for a mayor to get
involved in.”
Both Martin, who intervened in the case, and Hoffman have appealed Lehigh
County Judge Michele A.
Varricchio’s ruling that
Hoffman is the borough’s
chief law enforcement officer and is entitled to access
to police department schedules, records and files, as
well as a key to the police
Please see BATTLE NEWS 4

DAVID RICHARD / US PRESSWIRE

Eagles quarterback Michael Vick jumps into the arms of offensive lineman Danny Watkins after throwing the gamewinning touchdown pass in the fourth quarter of Sunday’s game against the Browns in Cleveland. Vick was intercepted
four times but led the Birds on their decisive 91-yard scoring drive, capped by a 4-yard pass to tight end Clay Harbor.
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‘Field of dreams’ opens in Palmer

The Miracle League’s new
ballfield is designed for
children with disabilities.
By Charles Malinchak
Special to the Morning Call

Shawn Yocum of Bethlehem Township smiled Sunday afternoon while
his 11-year-old son, Bryan, took to the
ballfield to play a game for the Phillies.
This wasn’t a typical youth baseball
game. And it isn’t a typical field.
Bryan was born with a chromosome disorder and is unable to walk,
talk, crawl or communicate. But he
and more than 100 other disabled
children can play baseball thanks to

MULTIMEDIA
Photo gallery and video from
Sunday’s opening of the new ballfield.
themorningcall.com

the generosity of donors who built the
new Easton Rotary Field in Palmer
Township, which will be used by The
Miracle League of Northampton
County.
Dedicated before a crowd of hundreds on Sunday, the field is specially
designed for disabled children. The
field is made from an undercoat of
asphalt and topped with a layer of
rubber compound to provide a cushion for players and allow the free

movement of wheelchairs.
“All I could say is awesome,” Yocum
said of the outpouring of people
giving to help his son, as well as the
other disabled children. “He’s happy
out there now. He’s always happy and
I’m not. He’s remembered something
I’ve forgotten.”
The field is the second of its kind in
the Lehigh Valley. The first is in
Heidelberg Township, Lehigh
County. The Miracle League already
has 105 players, six teams, no worries
of debt and parents weak in the knees
from the generosity of strangers.
Palmer Township Supervisor David Colver was among the keynote
Please see BALLFIELD NEWS 4
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Why no
pedestrian
bridge near
Dorney?

Q: Regarding the need for a pedestrian
bridge crossing Route 22 at MacArthur
Road, I travel there frequently, and
rarely, if ever, see anyone crossing that
intersection. Just days ago my friends
and I questioned why a pedestrian bridge
would be built there before one was built
across Hamilton Boulevard at Dorney
Park — then, on Tuesday, another person
died trying to cross there. The swarms of
people crossing Hamilton at Dorney
should justify a bridge far more so than
at MacArthur. In the past we heard there
was no money to build a Hamilton bridge,
but now there’s money for a MacArthur
bridge?
— Dan Kehl, South Whitehall Township

Q: When the temporary pedestrian
bridge over Route
22 is no longer
needed, a good
permanent home
for it would be
over Hamilton
Boulevard
in
front of Dorney
Park. It is frightening to watch
people crossing to
and from their ho- Dan Hartzell
tel while dodging
the 50 mph two- Steering you right
way traffic. Perhaps the cost of
relocating the bridge could be split
between Dorney Park and the hotels and
businesses.
— Al Skeath, Allentown
Q: Since there’s enough foot traffic to
necessitate building a temporary walkway over Route 22 at MacArthur Road,
why wasn’t it made permanent, thus
eliminating the concern of having to
restore foot traffic on the roadway bridge
after it is complete?
— Chris Waters, Bethlehem
A: I’m not sure why you might be missing
the many pedestrians who use the dangerous section of MacArthur Road at the Route
22 interchange, Dan. Perhaps you’re passing through at times when people aren’t
around.
My observations comport with PennDOT’s contention that foot traffic in that
area is quite heavy. In fact, pedestrians often
can be seen hoofing it along the entire
stretch of MacArthur between Allentown
and the malls at Grape Street in Whitehall
Township, and even farther north to a lesser
degree. It’s dangerous at many points along
the way, particularly in areas without
sidewalk, but nowhere is the threat greater
than at the Route 22 interchange ramps.
Neither sidewalk on the roadway bridge
nor the temporary pedestrian bridge precludes people from having to cross the ramp
lanes that dump heavy highway traffic onto
busy MacArthur.
According to PennDOT officials, federal
regulations specify that if pedestrian access
is provided on a roadway being improved,
that access must be maintained during the
course of the work. There is no room to
maintain that access directly on MacArthur
during replacement of the roadway bridge
because every inch of width is needed to
maintain four lanes of traffic, officials said.
So the temporary bridge was designed
and installed at a cost of $327,400, to be
removed when the new bridge, with its new
sidewalks, opens late in 2013, according to
current plans. Is that a waste of taxpayer
money? Not to the people who walk there
regularly for work or shopping or whatever
else, including Joseph Jean of Allentown,
crossing on his way to work in Whitehall on
Wednesday morning.

PHOTOS BY HARRY FISHER/THE MORNING CALL

Runners sprint from the starting point of the 2012 Lehigh Valley Health Network Marathon for Via in Salisbury Township on Sunday.
The event is the biggest fundraiser of the year for Via of the Lehigh Valley, which helps the disabled.

Taking steps to help
a good cause

Runners take part in annual
Lehigh Valley Health
Network Marathon for Via,
which helps children and
adults with disabilities.
By Irene Kraft
Of The Morning Call

Before the morning fog had completely
lifted from the fields surrounding Lehigh
Valley Hospital-Cedar Crest on Sunday,
hundreds of runners were up and ready to
hit the roadways, parkways and trails of
Allentown, Bethlehem and Easton.
Some were there to complete personal
goals; others were part of a relay team. All
had one mission in common — running
the 26.2 miles required to complete the
2012 Lehigh Valley Health Network Marathon for Via. The annual event is the
biggest fundraiser of the year for Via of the
Lehigh Valley, which provides programs
for children and adults with disabilities.
“It’s perfect today for running. There’s a
little nip in the air,” said Michele Mitchell,

$3.449
150 Gal. Min.
*Price Subject to Change
without notice

to qualify for it with a good running time.
Others in the crowd were there to
support a runner. Robert Galea of Lower
Macungie Township came with his
daughters, Ashlee, 10, and Breanne, 7, to
send off his wife, Yvonne, who ran a leg of
the race as part of a “Moms on the Run”
Please see MARATHON NEWS 6

‘Blood doesn’t have a religion’

Local Muslims hold blood
drive to honor Sept. 11 victims.
By Scott Kraus
Of The Morning Call

In the wake of Sept. 11, many Muslim
Americans were subjected to suspicion,
even harassment from people who associated their Islamic faith with that of the
terrorists whose attacks claimed more than
3,000 victims.
In an effort to honor the victims of the
attacks, and demonstrate that their faith is
not one of violence, members of the Lehigh
Valley’s Ahmadiyya Muslim Community
held a blood drive Sunday outside the
Bethlehem Community Center.
The drive was part of the second annual
national “Muslims for Life” campaign
conducted by the Ahmadiyya Muslim

HARRY FISHER/THE MORNING CALL

Shehnaz Jariwala (right) of Brunswick, N.J.,
has her blood drawn by Tanya Williams of
the Miller Memorial Blood Center during
Sunday’s blood drive.

Community of the United States of America
aimed at donating at least 11,000 pints of
blood to honor 9/11 victims.
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39, of Limerick Township, Montgomery
County, glad for the sunshine and slightly
cooler temperatures. She was about to
embark on her fifth marathon, accompanied by her sister, Cindy Yeagle, 35, of
Lansdale, Montgomery County, who was
running her third. Yeagle already had
earned the right to run in the Boston
Marathon next April, but Mitchell hoped

‘MUSLIMS FOR LIFE’ CAMPAIGN

Please see WARRIOR NEWS 6
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A former
Allentown
resident, Ian
Hilliard of Media,
Delaware County,
gets a hug from
his mother, Jean
Andes of Allentown, after
finishing first
in Sunday’s
marathon.
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If the terrorists were Muslims who took
lives, the Ahmadiyya community wants to
be Muslims who save lives, said Asad
Chaudhry, a dentist and spokesman for the
group’s Lehigh Valley chapter.
“Blood doesn’t have a religion,” Chaudhry said.
The local Ahmadiyya Muslim Community signed up members of its own 52-person
mosque and worked with the Miller
Keystone Blood Center to arrange donor
appointments, contacting local churches,
mosques and the Jewish community to
solicit donations, he said.
At about noon, they had collected 16
donations and were hoping to surpass last
year’s tally of 25 donors.
“We wanted to do something actively,”
Chaudhry said. “It is all about the sanctity of
life, that is what Islam is all about.”
Please see BLOOD DRIVE NEWS 6
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“It’s nice,” Jean said of the 115-foot-long
bridge, with its six-section handicap-accessible switchback-style metal ramp on the
south side, and shorter north ramp. The
south ramp in its entirety is nearly twice the
length of the bridge itself. Still, Jean said
crossing the four traffic ramps linking
Route 22 to the east side of MacArthur
remains a challenge in his self-propelled
commute. Two of those are two-lane ramps,
so pedestrians are forced to cross six traffic
lanes in all, sometimes at night.
Building a permanent pedestrian bridge
would have been far more costly, and
arguably wasteful, duplicating the function
of the sidewalks on the new bridge to come.
The temporary span with its concrete
abutments and deck seem solid enough, but
the ramps, particularly the switchback, feel
wobbly as they sway slightly beneath even a
single hoofer. My thought was, “I hope
these spot-welds hold.” There are two street
lights for the bridge and one for each of the
ramps.

The safety problem at Hamilton Boulevard between Cedar Crest Boulevard and
Interstate 78 has been blinking on and off
the GPS screens of public officials for at
least 15 years, and nobody’s mapped a
course to a viable solution. Pedestrian
traffic may be heavier there than at
MacArthur, though only seasonally. (Incidentally, the pedestrian killed Tuesday, a
Dorney worker, was hit by a car while trying
to cross the ramp from northbound Hamilton to eastbound I-78. That’s not to say it’s
easy to cross Hamilton itself, just that a
pedestrian bridge would not have prevented this particular accident. A 14-yearold boy was killed while attempting to cross
this stretch of Hamilton in 1997.)
Cost is a key problem, to be sure, in part
because of the access ramps, which may
need to be even more elaborate than those
at MacArthur, not to mention designed and
built for permanent use. Other speedbumps include liability concerns and the
inability to force pedestrians to use a bridge,
even if one were built. A pedestrian tunnel
also has been discussed, and also judged
costly, with possible water-incursion problems.
People cross pretty much anywhere

Asad Chaudhry,
director of public
affairs for
Ahmadiyya
Muslim Community USA, Lehigh
Valley Chapter,
heads into the
Miller Memorial
Blood Center
trailer during
Sunday’s blood
drive that he
helped organize.
HARRY FISHER/
THE MORNING CALL

BLOOD DRIVE

MULTIMEDIA
Photo gallery and video from Sunday’s
blood drive in Bethlehem.

Continued from NEWS 5

Whitehall Township’s Laura MacDonald
donated blood to support a co-worker who
is a member of the Ahmadiyya sect.
“It’s good,” she said. “It’s a very good
cause for a very good group of people. You
are donating to everybody. You can’t be
closed-minded.”
The Ahmadiyya Muslim faith was
founded in India in 1889 by Mirza Ghulam
Ahmad, whose followers believe him to be
the Muslim messiah or mahdi. Ahmadis
differ from mainstream Muslims on some
key theological points and for that reason
are persecuted in some parts of the world.

themorningcall.com

After 2010’s failed Times Square bombing attempt, the group launched a major
campaign to stress that Ahmadiyya Muslims value loyalty to country, peace and the
sanctity of life.
The Lehigh Valley Ahmadiyya chapter
does not have a mosque of its own and is
currently worshiping at one of its members’
homes, Chaudhry said.
Scott.kraus@mcall.com
610-820-6745

DAN HARTZELL / THE MORNING CALL

An elaborate ramp system was needed for
the south end of the temporary pedestrian
bridge over Route 22 at MacArthur Road.

along this three-quarter-mile section of
Hamilton, and officials fear if they build a
bridge in the middle, people still would
cross near the ends. Why hoof it all the way
to the bridge, go up and down the ramps to
cross, then come all the way back, when the
ice-cream shop is right across the street?
Fencing could be installed to force people to

Road Warrior appears Mondays and
Fridays, and the Warrior blogs at mcall.com.
Email questions about roadways, traffic and
transportation, with your name and the
municipality where you live, to
hartzell@mcall.com, or write to Road
Warrior, Box 1260, Allentown, PA 18105-1260.

MARATHON

MULTIMEDIA

Continued from NEWS 5

relay team.
Ashlee Galea had another important job.
The little girl with a big voice kicked off the
opening ceremonies with a spine-tingling
version of the “Star Spangled Banner.”
Twenty minutes later, a seemingly endless mob of runners crossed the starting line
and headed out on a course known for its
scenic beauty. Designed by Runner’s
World’s Bart Yasso, it took runners through
Lehigh Parkway, along the Lehigh River
and through Bethlehem’s Historic Quarter
ending at Easton’s Centre Square.
Only 2 hours and 42 minutes later,
Allentown native Ian Hilliard, now of
Media, Delaware County, was the first of 681
full marathon runners to cross the finish
line. A strong leader, he finished 8 minutes
ahead of Tyler Welsh of Wellsboro, Tioga
County, who placed second.
“I was shooting for a little faster, but I’ll
take it,” said Hilliard, 22, thrilled with his
win. The Salisbury High graduate entered
the race because he wanted to run a
marathon but didn’t want to drive to
Boston. “I know the course. I love the area.
It was a good decision,” he said.
Taking the women’s title was Sara
Morrison, 29, of Boston.
Not everyone was as fortunate as Hilliard. Marathon runner Lauren Estilow, 52,
of Cheltenham, Montgomery County,
hoped her time would qualify her to
compete in the Boston Marathon, but she
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the bridge, but that would add to the cost
and might be viewed as nothing more than a
climbing challenge to some walkers.
A pot of nearly $14 million for the
replacement of the MacArthur vehicular
bridge and other interchange improvements made the money available for the
temporary pedestrian bridge. There’s no
such fund for a bridge in the vicinity of the
popular Dorney Park.
As for dismantling the MacArthur span
and using it at Hamilton, the topographical,
traffic and other conditions and the engineering requirements are so vastly different
that it wouldn’t be possible, said PennDOT
spokesman Sean Brown.
I’m no engineer by any stretch, but I’d
have to agree. If a pedestrian bridge over
Hamilton Boulevard is ever built, it will
have to be, as the car companies say (usually
with great hyperbole), an “all-new model.”

Photo gallery and video from the Lehigh
Valley Health Network Marathon for Via.
themorningcall.com

MORE INSIDE
■ Complete results from the marathon
can be found in SPORTS.

fell short by 6 minutes.
The mother of three knows first-hand
about programs provided by organizations
like Via. Her youngest daughter, Emily, 18,
was diagnosed at age 3 with autism,
developmental delays and anxiety disorders.
Most difficult to contend with are
Emily’s sensory issues and outbursts, she
said. At times during her childhood, it
seemed she “screamed every waking moment.” Therapeutic programs “have helped
Emily tremendously,” she said. “But she’ll
never be able to live on her own.”
“Running has been my sanity through
this. Having a special-needs child is not
easy,” said Estilow, who, although disappointed, still “was happy to be supporting
Via.”
Race winner Hilliard agreed: “The race
goes to a good cause. Via is a super
organization to be involved in.”
irene.kraft@mcall.com
610-820-6597

