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• Storm dumps 3 to 4 inches of dry then slushy snow 
12:15 a.m. ET  

• United Way of Warren County announces $11,000 in 
donations 8:58 a.m. ET  
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• Lehigh Valley, New 
Jersey lawmakers 
oppose economic 
stimulus bill despite 
push from White House  

• Northampton County 
Judge Stephen Baratta 
declares mistrial after 
testimony from deaf 
victim is given via 
instant messaging  

• Shappell Park's Civil-
War era artillery to 
receive complimentary 
paint job from Alpha's 
G.J. Oliver, money for 
transporting through 
the Phillipsburg UEZ  

Starting line for Via marathon moved 
to Lehigh Valley Hospital 
Wednesday, January 28, 2009 

By EDWARD SIEGER 

The Express-Times 

Via of the Lehigh Valley opened registration and announced a new starting 
line and a half-marathon in addition to the third annual marathon.  

The starting line for the Lehigh Valley Health Network Marathon on Sept. 13 
will move from Ninth and Hamilton streets in Allentown to Lehigh Valley 
Hospital in Salisbury Township. The home stretch again includes a lap 
around Easton's Centre Square, but runners will finish the race on Larry 
Holmes Drive at Scott Park.  

The marathon had finished the first two years at the amphitheatre in 
Riverside Park.  

Via spokeswoman Lisa Walkiewicz said the only other major course change 
was to eliminate a roughly mile-long hill along Hope Road in Bethlehem 
Township.  

The marathon attracted 820 runners in 2007. Via added a 5k walk last year, 
boosting total participation to about 1,650 people. Walkiewicz said about 
400 people participated in the walk and more than 400 new runners 
registered for the race.  

Via added a half-marathon category this year, and officials are hoping to 
push registration to at least 3,000 participants. Proceeds from the marathon -
- which can be used as a Boston Marathon qualifier -- go toward Via 
programs and services.  

The marathon raised more than $90,000 last year, according to Walkiewicz.  

"There's a lot to be said for having a marathon in your backyard," she 
said. "People are pretty excited about the opportunity."  

Reporter Edward Sieger can be reached at 610-258-7171 or by e-mail at 
esieger@express-times.com.Ê þ þ  
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Right Now in Easton, PA  

See the 5-Day Forecast | More Towns »  

CURRENT WEATHER

20° F, -7° C
Partly Sunny 
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